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The  purpose  of  this  stud;,-  is  to  offer  a  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  the  pioneer  Lutheran  minister,  John  Godfrey  Arends. 
I  have  not  attempted  to  rive  any  sort  of  comprehensive  history 
of  the  beginnings  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  North  Carolina  or 
of  the  men  involved  in  building  it,   except  when  such  history 
dealt  with  the  life  of  Arends.     I  have  consulted  every  source 
of  information  of  which  I  am  cognisant  pertaining  to  my  subject 
secondary  source  books,  newspaper  clippings,  primary  sources  in 
English  and  in  German  via  various  translations,  as  well  as. 
courthouse  records,  descendants  of  Arends,  and  Arenas'  own 
Journal  and  Last  Will  and  Testament  (in  translation).     To  my 
knowledge,   this  sketch  is  the  only  work  devoted  solely  to  a 
chronological  history  of  Arenas'   life.     The  Chronology  p  r  se 
is,  I  am  certain,  an  original  compilation.     I  have  been  forced 
to  rely  heavily  upon  secondary  sources  or  the  primary  sources 
of  Arends'   contemporaries,  as  there  are  now  extant  no  primary 
sources  by  Arends  himself  other  than  his  Journal  and  Last  Will, 
whenever  I  have  included  material  from  an  uncertain  or  unknown 
source,  I  have  acknowledged  this  deficiency  in  the  footnoting. 
..Iso  included  in  the  footnotes  is  some  partial  bibliographical 
anno  tation . 


li 

CHRONOLOGY 
John  Godfrey  Arends 

Dec.  11,  1740 — John  Godfrey  Arends  is  born  near  Goettingen, 
Germany 

Get.  7,  1751 — land  transaction  between  Simon  Christoph 


Feb.  28,  1767— date  on  title  page  of  Arends'  journal 

1772 —  Organ  group  goes  to  London  and  Hanover  to  petition  for 
pastor  and  schoolteacher 

Sept.  13,  1772— Arends  and  Nussmann  leave  England  for  America 

1773 —  Arends  and  Nussmann  arrive  in  North  Carolina  (Rowan  County) 
(for  two  years  Arends  teaches  the  children  of  Organ  Church) 

177^ — Nussmann  moves  to  Cabarrus  County 

Aug.  18,  1775 — Arends  becomes  the  first  man  ordained  a  Lutheran 
minister  in  North  Carolina  (Organ  Church,  Salisbury) 

July  4,  1776— Independence  declared;  Arends  a  patriot 

Ocz.  2b,  1776— Arends  marries  Hannah  Rudisill 

Jan.  8,  1778— Catherine  bom 

1779— Arends  buys  218  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Organ  Church 
Oct.  12,  1730— John  born 
Jan.  27,  1783-^Slizabeth  born 

Mar.  21,  1733 — Arends  buys  plantation  in  Rowan  County 

1735-rArends  moves  to  Lincoln  County 

April  19,  1736— Hannah  born 

Jan.  30,  1739 — Susan  born 

April  3,  1791—  Jacob  bom 

April  10,  179^— Frederick  born 


June  25,  1799— Mary  Magdalene  born 

1303 — The  North  Carolina  Synod  founded:  first  session,  Kay  2, 
1803,  in  Salisbury    (Arends  already  totally  blind) 

May  20,  1S03 — last  will  and  testament 

Feb.  8,  18C4 — Arends'  grandson,  Warlick  Hoover,  born 

July  9»  1807 — Arends  dies,  is  buried  in  Lincolnton  under  Old 
White  Church 
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I.  SCHOOLMASTER 

John  Godfrey  Arenas1  was  born  near  Goettingen,  Germany, 
December  11,  17^0.       Before  he  died  at  Lincolnton,  North  Carolina, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  he  had  ^ecome  the  first  man  ordained  a 
Lutheran  minister  in  North  Carolina,   the  acknowledged  founder 
of  all  zhe  Tutheran  churches  west  of  the  Catawba  3iver,  and  the 
first  presi-ent  of  the  North  Carolina  Synod  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  which  he  helped  found.     During  the  Revolutionary  War, 
he  hau  taken  the  side  o:   the  Patriots.     When  on  July  9,  lS07, 
he  died,  a  venerable  old  gentleman,  he  was  given  a  patriot's 

1  I  have  foun.    the  naine  spelled  Johann,  John;  Godfrey, 
Godfried,  Gottf rioc) ,  Gottfriedt;  Ahrend,  Ahrnd,  Arend,  Arends , 
Arejn't,  Arnd,  ;>.rndt,  and  Arnt  in  various  combinations.  The 
original  spelling  usually  appears  Johann  Gottfried  Arends;  the 
Anglicised  spelling,  John  Godfrey  Arndt.     I  have  chosen  to  use 
the  partially  An  licizod  spelling  that  Arends  himself  used  when 
he  signed  his  last,  will  and  testament,  October  7,  l8pA* 

2  I  have  found  his  birthdate  given  as  174-1.     The  date  I 


helve 


the  pulpit  of  the  Old  White  Church 


in 


ncoj.nt.on. 


While  still  in  Ger 
23,  1767)  contains 
American  days.  Th 
deals  with  some  of 


le  is  known  of  Arends'  personal  history  prior 
North  Carolina  in  1773 »  a  journal  which  he  began 
many  (the  date  on  the  title  page  is  February 
a  few  entries  of  note  dealing  with  his  pre- 
e  earliest  entry  is  dated  1751  and  apparently 


Today  between,  .  .Simon 
and  brother  Georg  Ch; 
legal  contract  of  sa: 
fiyst  named  Simon  Chr: 
self  and  of  his  male 
of  three  Moreen^  acre 


Arends,  seller ,  . . 


The 


.  situated  before  the 

r  Goettingen)  to  his  brother 

ends  of  40  Re ichs thaler. 

s  resolved  by  the  two  parties 
of  the  buyer  sooner  or  later 

haler.  7 


At  the  same  time  it  i 
that  if  the  inherito: 
dies  without  male  ch: 

. . .  land  of  40  Reich; 

The  contract  is  notarised  and  dated  Dransf eld ,  October  7»  1751* 

Arends  does  not  signify  his  relationship  to  these  two  brothers. 

This  understood  familiarity,  however,  along  with  the  fact  that, 

according  to  historian  Mabel  .Miller,  the  government  sealed  agreement 

"had  been  carefully  preserved  by  Arends  and  included  in  his  journal"-5 

suggests  that  the  relationship  was  close,  the  two  men  perhaps  being 


m  Minister  Ordained  in  Carolina, 


uncle. 

European  family  appears  Jji  the 
larolina.    A  "Salem  Diary"  entry 


of  April  10,  178o„  states  that  one  of  the  Moravian  brothers  on  that 
date 

had  a  visit  fro.?,  a  minister,  who  last  August  suffered 
shipwreck,  and  who  was  now  seeking  his  half-brother, 
the  Pastor  Arndt  on  the  Catawba.     In  the  shipwreck 
his  wife  and  two  children  and  some  sixty-nine  other 


A  "Eethabara  diary"  entry  of  the  same  date  adds  that  the  minister's 
name  was  Francis  and  that  the  shipwreck  occurred  near  New  York.? 
The  two  entries  are  intriguing  because  they  indicate  that  Arenas' 
mother  at  some  time  re-married  and  that  the  product  of  this  second 
marriage  was  a  half-brother"  who — like  Arends — eventually  became  a 
minister.    The  fact  that  this  minister's  name  is  Francis  suggests 
that  Arends'  mother's  second  marriage  was  to  an  Englishman,  or  at 
least  a  non-German. °    Unfortunately,  there  are  no  further  references 
to  either  Arends  or  his  half-brother  in  the  Moravian  Records. 

Beginning  with  the  year  1772,  however,  Arends'  life  history 
has  been  preserved  with  more  certainty.     It  was  in  that  year  that 
the  newly  organized  Lutheran  congregations  of  North  Carolina  deter- 

6  The  Records  of  the  Moravians  in  N.C..  vol.  V  (1784-1792), 
ed.9  Adelaide  L.  Fries,  p.  2124.  , 

7  Ibid.,  p.  2151. 

8  The  second  entry  cited  says  "step-brother." 

9  Arends  at  the  time  of  this  entry  was  forty-five  years  old 


mined  to  send  to  Europe  for  a  pastor  and  schoolteacher:  none 
could  be  obtained  either  from  within  North  Carolina  or  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, which,  although  the  largest  colony  of  Germans  in  the  New 
World,  could  not  even  meet  its  own  need  for  ministers.^  Hence, 
Christopher  Rintelmann  of  Organ  Church,  Hcwan  County,  and  Christopher 
Layrle  cf  St.  John's  Church,  Cabarrus  (Mecklenburg)  County,  "were 
sent  as  a  delegation  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  to 
the  Consistory  Council  (Consistorialrath)  of  Hanover"11— at  their 
own  expense — to  secure  a  German-speaking  minister  and  schoolteacher 
of  the  Lutheran  faith,  as  well  as  whatever   financial  and  material 
aid  they  might  be  granted/2 

Setting  out  on  horseback  for  Charleston,  where  they  set  sail 
for  Europe 9  Rintlemann  and  Layrle  took  with  them  two  letters  of 
recommendation  to  the  "Society  for  the  Spread  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts":    one  from  Governor  Tryon  and  another  from  the 


10    G.  D 


H  Ibid. ,  p.  256. 


r2),  pp.  25 


?lical 


-Gs  are  the  basic  source  of  informa- 
f or  most  of  the  later  histories 


8 


13 


Episcopal  rector  of  St.  Luke's  Parish  (Rowan).  Governor  Tryon' 
letter  read  in  parti 


of 

at  ion 


1,  17717.  ^ 


Because  the  headquaxte: 
the  first  destination  < 
Chapel  of  St.  James  to< 


Society  was  in  London,  this  city 
>  travelers.  "The  Lutheran  Court 
plan  with  enthusiasm  and  donated 


more  than  eight  hundred  dollars."2^    King  George  III  himself  contri- 


buted "cons id 
In  the  m 
Consistory  of 


money.  4* 

.s  sent  through  the  Court  Chapel  "to  the 
list  this  cause  as  much  as  possible. 


13  & 


N.C.  s 


Yrdkin  (Salisbury, 
,  I  use  it  purposely 
Lege,  has  translated 


•ies9 


,n  settlements 
the  3emheim 


15    Ka^icr,  p.  39. 


16  Qi 
"Gorman  Tri 
Eighteenth 


mer,  p.  39. 


ill 


lew,  VII,  1930),  p.  91 


9 

where  they  were  again  favorably  received.  The 

petition  of  a  pastor  and  a  school  teacher  and 
officially  called  the  Bev.  Molph  Nussmann  as 

Thus,  Johann  Gottfried  Arends  embarked  upon  a  new  career  in  the 
New  World.    On  the  second  page  of  his  journal,  he  wrote,  "Den 
13  ten  September,  1772,  bin  ich  auf  befehl  dec  Koenigl  von  Goettingen 
abgereiset" — "The  thirteenth  of  September,  1772,  am  I  on  royal 
common! from  Goettingen  departed." 

From  Goettingen,  Arends  traveled  to  London  where  he  was  joined 
by  Nussmann.    From  London,  the  two  of  them  sailed  for  Charleston, 
where  they  landed  in  1773.    When  Arenas  assumed  his  position  as 
teacher  in  Rowan  County,  he  was  thirty-two  years  of  age.    He  had 
graduated  from  Teachers'  Seminary  in  Hanover,  and  that  he  was  a 
fully  qualified  and  o:a:a.?acncea  educator  la  attested  by  his  ca-ien- 
tials,  given  him  by  the  Consistory  of  Hanover,  and  brought  by  him 
to  America 1 


Bachman  S.  Brown,  Jr.,  and  John  Kail,  eds., 
♦an  Church    in  North  Carolina  (The  United 
lynod  of  North  Carolina,  1953) ,  p.  21. 

p.  92  ff . 

>histicated  source  written  by  scholars,  and  I 
■en.    The  sources  from  which  these  editors  have 
include  among  others s    The  .Minutes  of  the  Syiiols? 


10 


ficate  of  Jchann  Gottfried  Arenas  as  school- 
to  North  Carolina,  Oct.  16,  1772. 


Luke  of  Brunswick  and  Lenneburg,  arch  treasurer 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  and  elector,  etc.,  real 
privy  councelor  and  authorized  president  of  the 
royal  and  electoral  consistory  of  this  place,  also 
of  the  counselors  of  the  church  consistory,  certifies 
herewith  that  the  bearer  of  this,  Johann  Gottfried 
Arends,  of  Goettingen,  in  compliance  uith  the  desire 
of  the  Evangel ican  Lutheran  congregation  in  North 
Carolina,  namely  in  Rowan  county,  to  have  a  capable 
teacher;  and  to  this  end,  according  to  the  attesta- 
tions of  the  governor,  has  sent  deputies,  and  his 
royal  majesty  and  electoral  serene  highness,  our 
most  gracious  lord,  has  commanded  us  to  be  service- 
able to  them;  after  due  examination  for  such  office, 
found  him  to  be  experienced,  he  also  having  promised, 
according  to  the  custom  of  this  country  and  the 
published  appointment  for  a  future  school  teacher, 
to  conduct  his  office  with  all  fidelity  and  di: 
and  manifest  obedience  toward  his  pastor,  mods: 
toward  the  congregation  and  love  for  the  child: 


congregation  will  amply  remunerate  his  serviceable 
labor,  and  make  his  stay,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
pastor,  agreeable.* 9 

Upon  their  arrival,  Arends  and  Nussmann  settled. near  Organ  Church, 
outside  of  Salisbury  and  began  their  vocations  immediately  as  school- 
master and  minister.    Nussmann,  however,  remained  at  Organ  only  one 
year  before  moving  to  Cabarrus,  leaving  his  former  congregation 
without  a  regular  pastor.    Arends  continued  to  teach  the  children  of 
Organ  for  a  total  of  about  two  years — until  the  middle  of  1775.  At 
this    time,  Nussmann  realised  that  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible 
to  service  the  needs  of  all  the  area  Lutheran  churches  alone. 


19    Bernheim  and  Cox,  p.  14. 


>nly  other  well-educated 
20 


II.  MINISTER,  GENTLEMAN,  PATRIOT 


On  August  28,  1775,  "the  Rev.  Joachim  Buelow  of  South  Carolina 
publicly  examined  and  ordained  John  Godfrey  Arends  into  the  ministry. 
Dr.  Jacob  Morgan  in  his  History  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  North 


the  circumstances  attending;  this  ordination  and  the  proce- 
dure that  followed,  remain  in  doubt.    The  History  of 
the  North  Carolina  Synod,  Bemhein  and  Co>:9  contains 
the  following*    "Upon  the  request  of  the  congteia- 
tlon  (Organ)  and  with  the  approval  of  Pastor  Nuss- 
mann,  he  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  on  the 
eleventh  Sunday  after  Trinity  as  attended  by  his 
Ordination  Certificate."    This  Certificate  is  dated 
"Second  Creek,  Rowan  County,  N.C.,  August  28,  Anno 
Christ!,  1775,  being  the  eleventh  Sunday  after  Trinity." 
It  is  signed  by  Joachin  Buelow,  "Missionary*  and  In- 
spector over  South  and  North  Carolina."    No  records 
have  been  found  to  indicate  on  what  authority  he  acted 
as  "Missionary  and  Inspector."    A  Rev.  Joachim  Buelow 
is  said  to  have  founded  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
Newberry  District  of  South  Carolina,  and  to  have  been 
preaching  at  St.  Paul's  in  1775.    The  place  at  which 
this  ordination  took  place  is  generally  supposed  to 
have  been  Organ  Church?  and  the  Certificate  seems  to 
support  this,  since  it  was  issued  at  "Second  Creek, 
Rowan  County,  N.C."    The  regularity  of  Pastor  Arends1 
ordination  may  be  questioned,  but  there  can  bo  no 
doubt  as  to  his  faithfulness  and  effectiveness  as  a 
pastor  -  and  chureham  d  ■** 

Thus,  John  Godfrey  Arends  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  became  the  first 

man  to  be  ordained  a  Lutheran  minister  in  North  Carolina. 

At  this  point  in  his  life,  Arends  had  already  become  a  highly 

respected  member  of  the  German  community  of  which  he  was  a  part, 

and  as  time  went  on,  his  fortunes  were  to  improve  even  further. 


21    Morgan",  pp.  22 — 23. 
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William  Sherrill,  in  tho  Annals  of  Lincoln  Covnty,  says  that 
Arenas  was  Chesterf ieldian  in  manner  and  very  proud  of  his  light 
auburn  hair  which  hung  in  ringlets  reaching  to  his  shoulders.  He 
was  blue-eyed  and  had  a  fair  complexion.22    The  Rev.  George  H.  Cox, 
in  The  Beginning  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  North  Carolina T says  that 
Arends 

was  very  particular  as  to  his  personal  appearance 
and  always  neatly  dressed  according  to  the  fashions 
of  the  day,  and  wearing  gloves  wherever  he  went, 
something  very  unusual  among  the  hardy  people  of 
that  time.23 

Another  writer  has  noted  that  Arends,  as  a  ran  of  "scholarly  attain- 
ments .and  much  ability,  though  living  in  the  wilds  of  Carolina, 
never  forgot  his  proper  mode  of  dress,  and  until  his  death  even 
when  walking  in  the  fields  would  wear  his  high  hat  and  gloves  and 
carry  his  cane."2 

Arends*  superior  education  and  social  status  perhaps— even 
probably— lent  themselves  to  a  degree  of  snobbery,  but  this  condescension 
on  the  part  of  the  "educated  elite"  was  not  uncommon — and  even 
understandable.    The  Rev.  Charles ivicdmason,  a  South  Carolinian 
writing  at  this  time,  remarked  in  his  diary  that 

the  manners  of  the  North  Carolinians  in  General,  are 
Vile  and  Corrupt — The  whole  Country  is  a  Stage  of 
Debauchery,  Dissoluteness  and  Corruption — And  how  can 


22  Sherrill,  p.  70. 

23  Quoted  in  Sherrill,  p.  74. 

2^    This  quotation,  I  think,  is  from  a  newspaper  clipping,  but 


14 


it  be  otherwise?    The  People  are  compos* d  of 
the  Out  Casts  of  all  the  other  Colonies  who 
take  Refuge  there.    The  Civil  Police  is  hardly 
yet  establish' d.    But  they  are  so  numerous — 
The  Necessaries  of  Life  are  so  cheap,  and  so 
easily  acquir'd,  and  propagation  being  unrestricted, 
that  the  Encrease  of  People  there,  is  inconceivable, 
even  to  themselves* 

Marriages  (thro'  vant  of  Clergy)  are  perform 'd 
by  ev'ry  ordinary  Magistrate.    Polygamy  is  very 
Common-*Celibaey  much  more— Bastardy •  no  Disrepute — 
Concubinage  General—Whan  will  this  Autean  Stable 
be  cleans 'di 23 

As  for  religion  in  North  Carolina,  the  Reverend  wrote:    "The  state 
of  Religion  therein,  is  greatly  to  be  lamented— If  it  can  be  said, 
That  there  is  any  Religion,  or  a  Religious  Person  in  it."26 
Although  Woodmason  exaggerated  the  situation  (and  of  course  was 
influenced  by  his  own  regional  and  cultural  prejudices),  still  the 
western  areas  of  North  Carolina  at  this  time  were  the  backwoods 
and  most  likely  looked  upon  as  "crude  and  uncouth"  by  the  few  edu- 
cated men  who  lived  there. 

G.  D.  Bemheim  summed  up  the  situation  of  such  men  as  Arenas, 
in  his  description  of  the  colonial  North  Carolina  Lutheran  clergy: 

The  Lutheran  ministers  of  that  period. . .were  men 
of  the  noblest  traits  of  character. . . . 

They  were  men  of  learning,  and  might  have 
filled  positions  of  honor  and  usefulness  in  their 
native  country;  /instead/  they  sacrificed  all 
temporal  advantages,  in  order  that  they  might 
labor  for  the  welfare  of  the  souls  of  their 
neglected  brethren  in  America,  and  build  up  the 


25  Charles  Woodmason,  The  Carolina  Backcountry  on  the  Eva  of  the 
Revolution,  ed.  Richard  J.  Hooker  (Chapal  Hills    UNC  Press,  1953},  pp.  SC-Si 

26  Ibid.,  p.  76. 
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Church  in  that  section  of  the  country  to  which 
they  had  been  sent. 27 

Upon  thi     arrival  in  the  New  World,  Bemheiia  says,  "The  privations 

and  hardships  which  they  had  to  endure"  were  so  great  as  to 

never  be  fully  estimated  without  contemplating 
all  the  circumstances  of  colonial  times j  they 
not  only  felt  the  absence  of  relatives,  friends 
of  their  youth,  college  and  university  associates, 
but  also  the  want  of  frequent  intercourse  with 
ministerial  brethren,  of  men  of  learning  and 
refinement,  of  the  refinement  of  the  literature         .  '' 

of  the  day,  of  the  comforts  of  advanced  civilization  , 

They  were  isolated  and,  so  to  speak,  walled.- in  by 
the  primeval  forests,  and  were  subjected  tc 
constant  intercourse  with  persons  who,  whilst  they 
respected,  esteemed  and  loved  their  ministers, 
never  could  enter  into  their  feelings  of  refinement, 
nor  appreciate  any  intellectual  conversation.^0 

But  despite  these  disadvantages,  Arenas  dedicated  himself  to  the 

work  of  the  Church  and  the  betterment  of  the  community. 

Upon  his  arrival  with  Nussmann  in  North  Carolina,  Arends  had 

taken  up  residence  "on  his  own  farm  near  Organ  Church,"2^  around 

Salisbury  in  Rowan  County.    After  having  served  for  two  years  as 

^chooliraster  to  the  children  of  Organ  Congregation,  his  ordination 

into  the  clergy  marked  a  new  phase  in  his  career.    For  the  next 

decade  of  his  life  (1775—1785),  Arends  served  as  itinerant  minister 


27  Bernheim,  p.  263. 

28  IMdo,  p.  264. 

29  Morgan,  p.  265. 


a  vast  territory  embracing  the  present  counties  of 
Rowan,  Cabarrus,  Iredell,  Catawba,  Lincoln,  David sen, 
Guildford,  Stokes,  and  other  sections.    ^He/  traveled 
long  distances  on  horseback  in  all  kinds  of  weather, 
over  bad  roads  and  forest  paths,  to  spread  the  Gospel, 
among  people  who  had  long  been  without  pastoral  care.- 


Before  his  death  in  1807,  Arends  had  served  nineteen  churches  in 
this  area,  helping  to  found  most  of  them. 

As  his  home  was  near  Organ  Church,  this  congregation  proved  to 
be  'Arenas'  first  charge.    When  Nussmann  moved  to  Cabarrus  in  177^, 
Arends  assumed  the  pastorship,  which  he  kept  until  1785  when  he 
moved  to  Lincoln  County.    The  original  Organ  Church  was  built  of 
hickory  logs  and  was  used  by  both  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
congregations.^-    The  second  building  erected — in  177^t  just  prior 
to  Nussmann' s  removal  to  Cabarrus— was  probably  a  frame  structure.-^ 

The  Rev.  Arends  "inherited"  from  Nussmann  the  pastorship  of 
two  other  already  established  congregations.    In  1775*  he  assumed 
the  pastorship  of  St.  John's  Church  in  Salisbury  and  St.  Paul's  in 
Alamance  County.    He  held  the  former  position  until  1785;  the  latter, 
until  1789.    During  the  same  ten-year  period,  he  either  assisted 
Nussmann  or  acted  as  a  visiting  minister  at  three  other  churches s 
Beck's  Church,  near  Lexington  in  Davidson  Countyj  Friedens  Church, 
Gibscnville,  Guilford  County;  and  Lows  Church  in  Guilford  County. 


30  Hammer,  p.  43. 
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Moreover,  Arenas  managed,  to  found,  in  his  first  year  as  a  minister 

two  additional  churches:    St.  John's,  near  Con over  in  Catawba  County; 

and  Union  Church  in  Salisbury.    Hence,  the  Rev.  Arends  was  ministering 

to  the  needs  of  eight  congregations  at  once  in  the  years  1775 — 1785. 

Furthermore ,  from  1780 — 1789  he  served,  as  co-minister  with  Nussmann 

at  Lutheran  Chapel,  China  Grove  ( Rowan). ^ 

Two  events  of  major  significance  in  the  life  of  Arends  occurred 

in  the  second  year  of  his  ministry — the  Colonies*  Declaration  of 

Independence  from  Britain  and  his  marriage  to  Hannah  Rid  is  ill-. 

Since  1772  when  the  Organ  Church  commission  had  petitioned  King 

George  for  assistance,  the  Lutheran  congregations  in  North  Carolina 

had  been  under  the  supervision  of  the  Consistory  of  Hanover  and 

the  University  of  Goettingeju-%    During  the  Revolution,  however, 

the  supervision  of  the  Church  in  North  Carolina 

was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  professors  of  the 
Julius  Charles  University  of  Helmstedt ,  in  the 
Duchy  of  Brunswick.    Doubtless  the  parent  Church 
in  Hanover  became  indifferent  to  the  wants  of  the 
Lutheran  congregations  in  North  Carolina,  because 

King  George  III,  who  was  also  the  Elector  of  Hanover. 35 

Another  effect 

of  the  war  upon  the  churches  in  the  Carol inas  was  the 
impossibility  of  having  any  correspondence  with  the 


33  1  have  relied  upon  Bexnheim  and  Morgan  for  these  dates, 
although  some  of  them  are  mentioned  in  Arends'  Journal. 

y±    Bernheim,  p.  257. 

35    IMd.,  p.  253. 


parent  Church  in  Europe,  owing  to  tha  interrupt i< 
of  all  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  natios 
This  deprived  the  Congregations  of  the  sympathy 
and  aid  of  their  brethren  in  the  Fatherland,  and 


Despite  the  fact  that  Arends'  congregations  received  financial 
assistance  from  territory  under  the  rule  of  George  III,  and  despite 
the  fact  that  Arends,  as  a  minister,  was  "often  harassed,  persecuted, 
and  at  times  in  danger  of  /hlsj  li/f/e,"^  he  took  up  the  cause 
of  American  independence,  defying  both  the  British  soldiery  and 
the  American  Tories.    That  there  was  fighting  in  Arends3 
c;.v.  ministerial  district  is  attested  by  the  Battle  of  Alamance, 
which  was  fought  only  two  and  one-half  miles  east3°  of  his  own 
St.  Paul's  Church.    In  his  boclc,  Our  Kin.  L.  M.  Hoffman  describes 
Arends  as  a  patriot, 39  ana  William  T.  Whitsett,  in  Founders  of  Church 
and  State,  states  that  the    Rev.  John  G.  Amdt  was  bold  in  his 
stand  for  liberty.  ^° 

Three  months  after  the  Colonies?  Declaration  of  Independence 
from  Britain,  Arends  married  Hannah  Hudis&ll  of  Rowan  County.  Legend 


36  Bemhein,  p.  273. 

37  Ibid.,  p.  272. 
33  Morgan,  p.  328. 

39  Lai  .n  Miles  Hoffman,  Our  I£5n  (Baltimore!    Gateway  Press, 
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40  William  T.  Whitsett,  Founders  of  Church  and  State  ( Whitsett, 
Saber  &  Song  Pub.,  192-6),  p.  8. 
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has  it  that  the  gentleman-minister  considered  his  new  "bride 
"not  much  of  a  woman,  but  the  best  he  could  find"  and  that  he  was 
chagrined  by  her  habit  of  "walking  the  wilds  of  Carolina  bare-footed. 
Whether  or  not  this  statement  is  actually  based  in  fact  is  uncer- 
tain.   It  is,  however,  certain  that  Hannah,  as  a  daughter  of  the 
pioneer  Michael  Rudisill  and  a  member  of  the  large  Rudisill  clan, 
had  a  considerable  amount  of  native  "family  status"  in  her  own  right. 

According  to  Laban  Hoffman,  "the  North  Carolina  branch  of  the 
family  was  founded  by  three  brothers  who"  moved  from  the  Rhine 
Palatinate  to  England  and  there  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  settled 
at  York,  Pennsylvania.    Later  they  moved  southward  to  Virginia  ■ 
and  North  Carolina.2^2    One  of  these  brothers  was  Michael  Rudisill, 
Hannah's  father.^    Bom  in  1730,^  he  moved  to  North  Carolina  about 
twenty  years  later 

from  his  temporary  home  in  Pennsylvania  and  settled 
on  Leeper*s  Creek....    The  country  was  then  an 
unbroncn  wilderness  but  occupied  oy  tno  Indian 
natives,  with  whom  he  and  his  family  lived  in  peace 
and  friendship. 

Mr.  Rudisill  acquired  a  very  large  body  of  land  on 
.  both  sides  of  the  creek,  portions  of  which  were  later 
acquired  by... members  of  his  family. 

His  /land/  entry1*5 

41  I  was  told  this  anecdote  by  a  descend ent  of  Arends'  but 
have  no  proof  of  its  validity. 

42  Hoffman,  p.  268. 

43  Ibid.,  pp.  306-303. 

44  Family  records  of  Mrs.  James  Peeler,  Lincolnton,  N.C 

45  Registered  with  the  N.C.  Secretary  of  State  in  Book  13,  pp.  2- 
Hoffman,  p.  307 
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was  dated  Kay  17,  175^'»  and  described  as  two  hundred  acres. ^° 
So  It        that  Michael  Hud  is  ill,  bom  in  Germany  and  settled  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  gained  the  status  of  pioneer  and 
prosperous  planter.    On  January  8,  1758^  his  seventh  child  and 
second  daughter-,^  Hannah,  was  bom.    On  October  2^,  1776,  she 
married  the  Rev.  John  Godfrey  Arenas?    she  was  eighteen;  he  was 
thirty-five . 

Arends  and  Nussmann  had  learned  from  experience  that  to 
prosper^  in  the  New  World  "depended  upon  one's  ability  to  endure 
the  rigors  of  frontier  life."J     Therefore,  Nussmann  had  written  to 
Dr.  Velthusen  in  Hanover  concerning  the  marriage  of  prospective 
pastors* 

This  one  thing  above  all  I  wish  and  requests  that 
no  one  cone  in  here  who  has  already  married  in 
Germany.    It  would  be  miraculous  if  he  did  not  meet 
with  a  thousand  sad  experiences.    An  American  (-bom) 
wife  is  in  our  circumstances  infinitely  better 
adapted.-51 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  American-born  Hannah  Rudisill,  as  the 
daughter  of  a  pioneer,  was  excellently  suited  to  the  rigorous  life 


46  Hoffman,  p.  307. 

47  Family  records  of  Mrs.  James  Peeler. 
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k&    And  prosper  the  Palatine  farmers  did,  as  attested  by  an 

tnt  given  by  the  Colonial  Governor  Dobbs  in  1775"~Hammer,  pp.  73- 

50  Ibid . ,  p.  SO. 

51  Quoted  by  Hammer,  p.  80,  from  the  Helmstedt  Reports,  p.  125 


of  ei&iiteenth-century  western  North  Carolina. 

Tho  late  marriage  of  Arenas  to  Hannah  Rudisill  proved  to  be 
a  successful  one.    On  January  8,  1778,52  their  first  child,  Catherine, 
was  born,  and  the  following  year  (l779)»  according  to  Dr.  Jacob 
Morgan,  Arenas  "purchased  218  acres  of  land"  in  the  vicinity  cf 
Organ  Church.  (When  the  Arends  family  moved  to  Lincoln  County  in 
1785,  Arenas  sold  the  land  back  to  John  Stireuait  /l7Q67).^ 
On  October  12,  1780,  Hannah  gave  birth  to  a  second  child  and  their 
first  son,  whom  they  named  John  in  honor  of  his  father.    A  third 
child,  Elisabeth,  was  bom  January  27,  1783. 

Since  his    ordination  eight  years  earlier,  Arends  had  been 
attending  to  the  need::  cf  his  eight  congregations.  Moreover,  "as 
frequently  as  the  attendance  upon  the  wants  of  /his/  own  regular 
congregations  would  permit,"  Arends  visited  "the  other  German  Lutheran  set- 
tlements in  North  Carolina"^    The  condition  of  the  better  farmers 
was  prosperous,  as  a  member  of  one  of  Arends'  fellow-pastor's 
congregations  said? 

We  have  need  of  nothing  and  possess  a  great 
surplus  above  our  wants.    Wo  are  enjoying  good  health 
and  everything  is  in  good  order  on  our  plantations ; 
and  since  we  are  possessed  of  such  an  abundance  so 
soon  after  the  war,  we  must  certainly  become  wealthy 


52  These  bSjrthdates  and  all  subsequent  birthdates  of  the  Arends 
children  come  from  the  Family  Accords  of  Mrs.  James  Peeler. 

53  Morgan,  p.  263. 
5^    3eiTiheim,  p.  281. 

55  Quoted  in  Bemheirr1;ip.332,  from  the  Helmstcdt  Rerorts,  p.  2^5- 
(Arnold  Koschen,  ordainea  1788.) 
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Arends  himself  was  doing  quite  well.    In  addition  to  the  fact  that 
"a  portion  of  fklsj  salary  consisted  in  the  use  pf  a  certain 
amount  of  good  land,  which  the  members  were  to  cultivate  for  hin, 
and  also  to  gather  the  grain,  hay,  etc.,  into  his  bam,  when  the 
proper  season  arrived *"J^  he  apparently  had  managed  over  the  years 
to  accumulate  a  considerable  amount  of  money  beyond  that  necessary 
simply  to  live  comfortably. 


For  on  March  21,  1783,  Arends,  according  to  his  Journal, 
purchased  a  plantation  in  Rowan  County  in  addition  to  the  farm 
on  which  he  and  his  family  already  lived:    "Bond:    Lswis  Siffert, 
John  Stigerwalt  fiicf,  Peter  Edelman  to  Godfrey  Arenas  for  jlEOOO 


concerning  a  Deed  of  Land."    An  excerpt  from  the  contract  reads 
as  follows: 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  whereas 
the  above  L.  Siffert,  J.  Stigerwalt,  and  P.  Edelman 
have  lawfully  covenanted  and  sold  unto  the  said 
John  Godfrey  Arends  a  certain  plantation. . .paid 
by  the  said  John  Godfrey  Arends,  which  plantation 
is  situated  in  the  County  of  Rowan.... 

The  bulk  of  the  remainder  of  Arends'  journal  deals  with  some  business 

affairs  and  church  matters — the  names  of  his  various  parishioners 

and  the  dates  of  baptisms,  conf innat ions ,  and  marriages,    Two  years 

after  the  journal  entry    of  his  purchase  of  the  Rowan  plantation, 

Arends  and  his  family  moved  to  Lincoln  County. 


56    Bernheim,  p.  252. 
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III.  FIRST  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  LUTHERAN  SYNOD 
In  1735»  Arends  moved  to  Lincoln  County  "whore  a  new  and 
promising  field  awaited  hira,  and  where  he  accomplished  much  good."^ 
Arenas  built  a  comfortable,  two-story  frame  house  about  ten  miles 
east  of  Lincolnton.    He  added  a'*separate  room  to  be  used  for  his 
study  and  library,  the  walls  /of  which/  were  lined  with  shelves 
to  hold  his"  numerous  books. 5°    Many  of  these  volumes  were  written 
in  German,  the  language  he  used  in  the  pulpit  throughout  his  career. 
That  he  was  in  the  process  of  learning  to  write  English,  however, 
is  illustrated  by  a  late  entry  in  his  Journal  of  the  letters  of 

KO. 

the  alphabet  in  English.-" 

Arends'  home  was  only  one  mile  from  St.  Luke's  Church,  a 
congregation  the  minister  had  organized  while  still  the  pastor  of 
Organ. ^    But  St.  Luke's  was  only  one  of  many  churches  that  Arends 
served  while  living  in  Lincoln  County.    In  all,  he  either  helped 
organize,  or  was  the  first  regular  minister  of,  nine  churches  in 
the  Catawba  Valley.    In  1735  he  became  the  first  pastor  to  serve 
Daniel's  Church  near  Lincolnton,  a  joint  congregation  of  Lutherans 
and  Reformers  whose  fifty-acre  tract  of  land  had  been  granted  to 


57    Bernheim,  p.  231. 

53  Lena  R.  Brown,  "Old  Homes  of  Lincoln  County,"  Lincoln  County 
News.  Lincolnton,  N.C.,  19^0. 

59  Mabel  Miller. 

60  Morgan,  p.  309. 


a  member  by  King  George  on  October  22,  1767,        In  the  town  of 

Lincolnton,  he  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  Old  White  Church 

(now  Emmanuel  Lutheran),  which  he  served  as  he  did  Daniel's  from 

i?85  to  his  death  in  1807.    In  this  same  twenty-two  year  period, 

he  served  as  the  first  minister  of  St.  Paul's  in  the  town  of 

Newton;  Grace  Churchy    near  Newton;  Zion,  in  Hickory;  and  St. 

Paul's,  near  Ne;rtcn.        In  his  Journal,  Arends  refers  to  this  last 

church— -one  of  the  oldest  in  Catawba  County,  dating  back  to  I768  ^~ 

as  the  "South  Fork  Church"  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  the 

neighboring  St.  Paul's  in  Newton.    The  people  of  the  vicinity 

originally  called  it  the  "Dutch  Meeting  House." 

Arends  spent  his  years  in  the  Catawba  Valley  busily  ministering 

to  the  needs  of  his  many  congregations.    He  traveled  by  horseback 

from  one  church  to  the  next,  preaching,  baptising,  and  confirming 

his  parishioners.    In  the  pioneer  days,  a  minister  was  especially 

needed  to  conduct  funeral  services  and  marriages.    One  minister,  a 

contemporary  of  Arends',  described  in  a  letter  the  procedure  in 

which  marriages  were  performed: 

The  bridegroom  gets  a  certificate  from  /the 
county  seat/,  rides  with  his  bride,  and  accompanied 
by  his  friends,  to  the  house  of  the  minister  . . . 
or  magistrate,  where  the  marriage  takes  place,  The 
first  questions  of  the  minister  ares    whether  /the 
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bridegroom/  has  taken  the  bride  without  her  parents' 
knowledge  . . .  and  whether  the  parents  have  given 
their  consent.     If  anyone  has  stolen  his  brido  and 
has  a  license  from  /the  county  seat/,  then  the 
objections  of  the  parents  avail  nothing.0^ 

The  other  mode  by  which  marriages  were  performed  "was  to  follow 

zhe  rules  of  the  church  by  having  the  wedding  announced  on  three 

successive  Sundays."^ 

From  the  second  year  of  the  Rev.  Arenas'  residency  in  Lincoln 

County  to  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  Arenas  family  increased  by 

five  and  his  congregations  by  three.    On  April  19,  1786,  the 

Arenas'  fourth-  child  was  bom  and  named  Hannah  after  her  mother. 

The  following  year  Adolph  Nussmann  resigned  the  pastorship  of 

Nazareth  Church  at  Rural  Hall  in  Forsyth  County,  and  Fastor  Arends 

became  its  second  minister.    The  Arenas*  fifth  child,  Susan,  was 

born  on  January  30 »  1 7yS9 .    The  following  year  Arends  assumed  the 

first  pastorship  of  Bethel  Church  in  Gaston  County.    A  year  later, 

according  to  Arends'  Journal,  he  held  the  first  communion  service 

at  St.  Mark's  Church  at  Crouse  in  Gaston  County.     In  the  same 

year  (April  3»  1791),  Arends'  second  son  was  born  and  christened 

Jacob. ^    Frederick  was  born  April  10,  179^,  and  Mary  Magdalene, 

John  and  Hannah  Arends'  eighth  and  last  child,  on  June  25»  1799. 


64  Arnold  Roschen.    Quoted  by  Hammer,  p.  81,  from  the  H  R .  ,  p.  244. 

65  Hammer,  p.  8l,  from  the  H.R. 

66  Jacob  Arends  married  Jane  M.  Rut ledge,  a  relation  of  the 
South  Carolina  Rutlcdges,  on  July  15,  1823. 
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After  i    .'1   ,  to  Lincoln  County,  Arends  soon  became  a  close 

67 

friend  of  the  Reformed  minister  Andrew  Lcrets.   '    According  to 

Mabel  Miller,  Loretz  was  Arenas'  neighbor  and  associate  in  the 

ministry  of  the  joint  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Congregation  of 

Daniel's  Church.        "So  warm  did  the  friendship  become  that  an 

agreement  was  made  between  the  two  that  /vho/ever  died  first 

69 

should  be  buried  by  the  survivor." 

^y  this  time,  the  condition  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  North 

Carolina  was  a  good  deal  improved  over  what  it  had  been  when 

Arends  and  Nussmann  first  arrived  from  Germany.   Nevertheless,  the 

various  German  communities  still  suffered  from  a  chronic  shortage 

of  ordained  ministers.    Thus,  in  179^»  the  first  Fnr?l.ish  Lutheran 

minister  in  North  Carolina  was  ordained.    The  Rev,  Robert  Johnson 

Killer,  a    Scotchman -by  birth,  "was  license/a/  to  preach  the  Gospel 

in  connection  with    the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church... and  commenced 

preaching  in  the  western  counties  of  North  Carolina,  traveling" — 

as  did  Arends  and  the  other  ministers  of  his  day — "often  one 

70 

hundred  miles  to  meet  his  appointments."  Among 

the  congregations  which  he  served  was  Whitehaven 
in  Lincoln  County.    This  was  nominally  a  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  but  Lutherans  and  possibly  German 
heformeds  participated  in  its  activities;  and  the 


63  Ibjd. 
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congregation  had,  for  sometime,  been  dependent 
upon  Pastor  Arends  for  the  administration  of  the 
Word  and  Sacraments,    The  Episcopalians  were  highly 
pleased  with  the  services  of  Mr.  Killer;  but 


ster  the  sacraments,  and  since  there  was  no 
Episcopal  Diocese  in  the  state  at  that  time,  they 
petitioned  the  Lutheran  pastors  of  Cabarrus  and 
Rowan  Counties  to  ordain  him.?* 


uthorize  him  to  admin  i- 


Kence,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  179^»  a  meeting  was  held  at  St.  John's 
Church,  Cabarrus  County,  where  Arends  and  four  other  ministers 
examined  and  ordained  the  non-Gorman  Miller  into  the  Lutheran 
ministry.    Arends  signed  the  ordination  certificate,  "Johann 
Gottfriedt  Arendt,"^^  a  spelling  he  was  using  at  the  time. 


;  the  ordination  of  Miller  all  the  more  timely.  A  few  years 
earlier,  the  former,  in  anticipation  of  new  ministers  coming  from 
Germany  to  aid  those  already  in  North  Carolina,  had  described  the 
ministerial  life  in  the  New  World  as  follows: 


later — on  November  3 — the  old  Rev.  Nussmann  died, 
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with  it  before  they  start.    They  can  have  shirts 
made  here  more  cheaply  than  In  Germany,  and  it 
would  be  better  to  bring  their  material  uncut,  but 
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of  medium  grade  and  not  much  fancy  stuff,  for  here 
we  must  pay  more  attention  to  wearing  qualities 
than  to  finery.    Boots  are  used  in  summer. . .Wigs 
we  do  not  need.    We  wear  our  natural  hair  cut  short... 
without  any  artificiality,  without  curls,  powder, 
or  the  like.    While  at  home,  we  wear  thin  clothes 
in  summer.    The  dressing-gown  is  unknown  here.  Thin 
trousers,  of  wide  cut  and  ankle  length,  are  usually 
of  linen,  interwoven  with  blue  threads.     Black  silk 
neckties  are  very  convenient .73 

This  description  of  simple  dress  is  especially  interesting  in  light 

of  Arenas'  alleged  "charming  manner,"^  fashion-consciousness,  and 

more  sophisticated  hair-style. 

Perhaps    this  can  partially  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 

Arends — regardless  of  any  natural  predilection  toward  "finery" — 

was  financially  successful  both  in  Rowan  County  and  in  Lincoln. 

The  Rev.  Arnold  Roschen,  writing  in  1739,  said  that  "Arndt,  formerly 

a  catechist,  now  a  preacher,  pessesse/ci/  two  fine  plantations, 

/was/  wealthy,  and  edifie/d/  his  people  by  his  life  and  conduct." 

On  the  other  hand,  he  described  Nussmahn,  "a  good  and  upright 

man,"  as  "liv/ing_7  upon  his  plantation  in  very  moderate  circumstances. "7° 

About  the  clergy  in  general,  he  commented: 

We  ministers  are  treated  with  a  respect,  which 
is  shown  to  no  other  person.    There  is  no 
difference  in  rank  acknowledged  here,  and  yet 


73  Nussmann,  quoted  in  Hammer,  p.  82. 

?k  Lena  R.  Brown. 

75  Arnold  Roschen,  quoted  in  Bernheim,  pp.  333"*33^- 

76  Ibid.,  p.  333. 
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no  one  has  ever  spoken  wi,th  rae,  who  did  not 
hold  his  hat  in  his  hand." 

He  further  noted  that  "in  each  church,  there  /was/  service  only 
73 

once  every  four  weeks."' 

In  the  years  1800-1801,  however,  the  most  spectacular  "servic 

70 

moved  out  of  the  churches.    At  this  time  there  began  in  Kentucky  7 
and  spread  into  the  Carolinas  a  religious  phenomenon  referred  to  a 
the  .Great  Revival.     These  mass  meetings  or  "religious  experiences 
involved  at  different  times  convulsions,  prostrations,  the  involun 
tary  gnashing  of  teeth,  strange  exercises,"  and  the  *"jerks." 

8l 

The  person  "smitten"  often  experienced  visions  of  God  or  death. 
The  Rev.  Jethro  Rumple,  writing  in  1873,  in  The  History  of  Presby- 
terian ism  in  North  Carolina,  describes  a  camp  meeting  called  by 
several  ministers: 

Dr.  /Samuel  E.J  McCorkle  was  doubtful  at  first 
of  the  divine  nature  of  the  work,  but  /the  Rev. 
Joseph/  Hall  /et  al«7  believed  in  it,  and  were 
anxious  to  see  it  begun  in  their  own  churches. 
Dr.  Hall*s  people  began  to  be  exercised  before 
they  reached  the  ground,  five  miles  off.  On 
Saturday  after  the  second  sermon  a  speaker 
arose  to  deliver  a  short  parting  exhortation, 
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when  at;  if  by  an  electric  shock  a  large  number-- 
men,  women,  and  children ,  white  and  black,  fell 
upon  the  ground  and  cried  for  mercy.     Many  oroi'o:  sed 
frith  in  Christ;   and  it  was  observed  that  those  for 
••horn  parents  had  long  ^2en  Prav^nCi  ,;erc  among  the 
first  to  obtain  peace. 

According  to  Rumple,  Doctors  Hall  and  McCorkle  describe'.:  one  of 

the  convulsions  as  follows:     "The  heads  of  the  jerking  patients 

flew  with  wondrous  quickness  from  side  to  side,  and  their  necks 

doubled  like  a  flail  in  the  hands  of  a  thrasher,   their  faces 

were  distorted  and  black,  and  their  eyes  seemed  to  flash  horror 

.  •      x  „83 
ana  distraction." 

Even  though  this  "revivalism"  began  with — and  was  much  more 

common  among-- the  English  churches,  it  had  its  effect  upon  the 

German  denominations^  as  well.     The  Lutheran  clergy  of  liorth 

Carolina  was  disturbed  by  the  phenomenon.     The  Rev.   C.  A.  G. 

Store h ,  who  fallowed  Arends  in  Salisbury  and  at  Organ  Church, 

wrote  in  1803: 

.'here  prevails  now,  for  over  a  year,  a  something, 
I  k  iov  not  what  to  name  it,  and  I  should  no;,  like 

I  o  say       natici sin .     Christians  of  every  denomination 
assemble   themselves  in  the  forest,   numbering  four, 

82     Rumple,   p.  66. 
63     Ibid. ,  p.  68. 
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six,  ami  sometimes   ten  thousand  persons;   they  erect 
tents,   sing,  pray  and  preach,     day  and  night,   for  live, 
six  and  eight  days.     I  have  been  an  eye-witness  to  scenes 
in  such  large  assemblies,  which  I  cannot  explain.  I 
beheld  young  and  old,   feeble  and  strong,  white  and  black, 
in  short,  people  of  every  age,  position,  and  circumstances, 
as  though  they  were  struck  by  lightning,  speechless  and 
motionless;  and,  when  they  had  somewhat  recovered,  they 
could  be  heard  shrieking  bitterly,  and  supplicating 
God  for  mercy  and  grace. 

After  they  had  thus  spent  three,  and  many  even  more, 
hours,   they  rose  up,  praised  God,  and  commenced  to  pray 
in  such  a  manner,  as  they  never  were  wont  to  do,  exhorting 
sinners  to  come  to  Jesus,  &c.     Many  of  those,  who  were 
thus  exercised,  were  ungodly  persons  before,  and  we  can 
now  discover  a  remarkable  change  in  them.     Even  deists 
have  been  brought  to  confess  Christ  in  this  way.... 

Opinions  are  various  in  regard  to  it;  many,  even 
ministers,  denominate  it  the  work  of  the  devil;  others 
again  would  explain  it  in  a  natural  way,  or  in  accordance 
with  some  physical  law;  whilst  others  look  upon  it  as  the 
work  of  God....     This  thing  has  occasioned  me  no  little 
uneasiness.     In  our  German  congregations  nothing  of  this 
kind  has  yet  been  manifested.     Besides  that,   it  is  not 
known  to  me  that  something  like  it  has  taken  place  in 
Germany;   butg^n  England  and  Ireland  there  are  similar 
occurrences . 

O  c 

The  Rev.  Paul  Henkel,  writing  contemporaneously,  ^said  that 

towards  the  close  of  the  year  l801 ,   there  occurred 
a  mighty  waking  up  of  religion  among  the  English  people 
in  Guilford  and  Orange  Counties,  which  caused  our  German 
people  to  understand  the  true  worth  of  the  gospel.  both 
tiie  pastors  and  their  people  were  surprised,   for  it 
appeared  exceedingly  strange  to  those,  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  order  of  salvation,  that  true  con- 
version should  consist  in  such  a  way  as  declared  by  these 
people;   that  true  faith  should  originate  in  such  sermons, 
which  caused  such  corporeal  convulsions,  such  representa- 
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tions  of  the  devil,  death  arrd  hell;  the  fearful  and 
awful  expressions  of  lightning,  thunder,  hail,  fire 
and  brimstone  against  the  sinner  deprived  many  of  their 
senses,  and  prostrated  them  in  fainting  fits. 

As  the  like  proceedings  were  upheld  and  defended 
by  so  many  English  preachers,  and  as  many  had  declared, 
that  by  means  of  such  workings  they  had  received  the 
true  and  reliable  witness  of  the  pardon  of  their  sins 
and  of  the  new  birth,  many  of  us  hesitated  to  contra- 
dict such  proceedings,  although  they  were^thought  so 
contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel. 

Because  of  their  concern  over  this  "outburst  of  intensive 

religious  activity"  and  the  "alarming  deterioration  of  both 

faith  and  morals"  among  the  general  populace,   the  Lutheran 

ministers  of  North  Carolina  saw  "the  need  for  some  authoritative 
87 

organisation."        As  Henkel  said:     "The  German  ministers  were 
at  first  divided  in  their  opinions  on  this  subject;  neverthe- 
less,  it  drove  them  to  more  intimate  communion  with  each  other 
in  their  official  acts,  and  they  had  thus  the  opportunity  to 

investigate  this  matter  more  closely.     The  Lutheran  pastors 

88 

formed  themselves  into  a  Conference  (Synod)."         Hence,  on  May 
2,  I803,  Arends  and  three  f ellow-ministers  met  at  St.  John's 

Church  in  Salisbury  with  "fourteen  lay  delegates  from  /various 

-7  ,8°> 
Lutheran/  congregations"  '   and  organised  the  North  Carolina 


8b  The  Kev.  Paul  Henkel,  quoted  in  Bernheim,  pp.  352-353 • 
87    Morgan,  p.  30. 

S3     Henkel,  quoted  in  Bernheim,  p.  353- 

89     John  Godfrey  Arends,  Ninutes  of  the  evangelical  Lu  bh.er; 
rnod  of  North  Carol i  na ,  l8Q3-lo26 ,   translated  by  the  Rev.  P. 
Peschau,  D.D.   (Newberry,  S.C.:     Aull  &  Houseal,  189^),  p.  5. 


33 

Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church.     The  Rev.  John  Godfrey  Arends 
was  elected  the  first  president. 

Thus,  as  one  of  the  founders,  and  first  president,  of  the 
North  Carolina.  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  Arends  was  making 
a  historical  contribution  of  national  significance.  Indeed, 
the  r.orth  Carolina  Synod  was  the  third  Lutheran  synod  founded 
in  the  United  States.     The  first  Lutheran  synod  in  America 
had  been  founded  in  Pennsylvania  in  17^8;  the  second,  in  New 
York  in  1?S6 ;   the  third  was  Arends'   in  North  Carolina  in  1803.^^ 

But  the  general  state  of  Lutheran  affairs  was  not  as  good 
in  l803  as  it  had  been  some  years  earlier.     Nussmann  had  died 
and  two  other  area  ministers  had  left  the  state — one  had  gone 
back  to  Germany;  one,  to  South  Carolina.     Furthermore,  Arends 
by  this  time  was  blind.     As  Pastor  Storch  wrote:     "The  congrega- 
tions at  the  Catawba  Kiver  are  without  a  preacher.     The  faithful 

brother,  Ahrend,  has  become  totally  blind.     It  is  a  sad  calamity 
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for  that  good  man  and  the  churches."        Lena  Brown,   in  an  article 

written  in  19^0,  says  that 

his  last  years  v/ere  spent  in  blindness  and  his  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  David  Smith  of  Magnolia  Grove, 
was  his  faithful  assistant  and  did  his  reading  until 
he  became  too  feebly  to  continue  his  service  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel. 


"Lutheran  Church  in  the  Americas," 
ia,   vol.   17,  1969. 

■))  ,   quoted  in  Bernheim,  p.  3'<"S. 


On  February  o,   lbO'f,  A rends 1   daughter,  Catherine,  who  had  married 
Solomon  Hoover  in  Rowan  County,  gave  birth  lo  a  son.     Warli  ok 
Hoover  was  Arenas'   first  grandchild;   eventually  there  would  be 
twenty-seven. 

In  his  Last  Will  and  Testament,  Arends,  at  the  are  of  sixty- 
two,  divided  u.-  iiis  estate  anong  his  wife  and  children.     It  was 
to  Jacob,   his  second  son,  rather  than  to  John,  his  first,  that 
he  bequeati ed  his  Lincoln  County  plantation: 


ant  unto  my  son  Jaco' 
live  on,  with  all  th> 
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nance  of  my  said  wife,  during  her  natural  lifetime, 
Twelve  Bushels  of  well  cleaned  Wheat,  Twelve  Bushels 
shelled  Corn,  one  Hundred  Weight  of  sound  good  and 
fattened  pork,  half  a  Hundred  Weight  of  good  Beef, 
Sixteen  pounds  Sucar,  Eight  pounds  Coffee,  Ten  Gal- 
lons good  Whisky,     and  for  yearly  Cloathing  he  shall 
at  the  Beginning  of  each  year  pay  the  Sum  of  Five 
Dollars  to  her. 

Ke  further  gave  to  his  wife,  Hannah,  much  of  the  furniture 

in  zi:e  house,  a  share  of  the  livestock,  some  cash,  and  "a  Child 

part  of  /the7  estate  to  be  unmolested  and  enjoyed  by  her  as  her 

lawful  property,  forever  even  if  she  at  any... Time  after  /his7 

Death  should  contract  Matrimony."    Moreover,  Arenas  stipulated 

that  to  Hannah  would  be  given  a  part  of  the 

Plantation  during  her  Natural  Life  Time,  /and/  the 
new  Rooms  in  the  new  Building  adjoining  my  dwelling 
house  on  the  East  side  to  be  possessed  by  her  during 
life  

/And  /  if  it  should  happen  that  my  said  Son  Jacob  by 
the~will  of  God  should  die  in  Minority  or  without  Icsue 
then  my  wife  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  to 
give  all  the  Sights  and  privileges  hereby  granted  to 
him,  unto  any  one  of  my  Sons,  or  she  shall  find  most 
fit  and  proper  to  suceed,  and  my  Executors  shall  have 
it  in  their  power  to  make  sale  of  all  and  singular 
Articles  of  my  property  which  are  unnecessary  to  uphold 
the  Family,  and  my  Executors  shall  sell  a  part  of  Land 
containing  one  Hundred  and  Sixty  Acres,  adjoining  to  th 
orebanks,  on  the  Small  Creek,  and  shall  make  a  Deed  for 


93  This  contradicts  an  entry  in  his  Journal  which  states: 
"Strong  drinks,  wine,  liquor,  and  fresh  smoked  pork  meat  and  al 
rich  food  must  be  avoided." 
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the  Same  to  the  purchaser,  and  likewise  my  Negro 
wench  shall  oe  sold. 

To  his  son  John  he  bequeathed  "one  half,  or  Mostly  all  of 
/hisj     Land,   on  the  Branch  called  Pinch  Gut,"  a  horse,  and  farming 
implements.     To  each  of  his  five  daughters  he  left — in  addition  to 
some  cash — articles  of  furniture,  a  horse,  and  livestock.     As  he 
put  it,  "It  is  my  absolute  will  and  meaning,  that  each  of  my 
daughters  shall  have  the  same."     His  youngest  son,  Frederick, 
received  ''the  remair^g  half  part,  that  is,  the  lower  part  of  that 
tract  of  land  on  the  Branch  called  Pinch  Gut,"  a  horse,  and  farming 
implements.     The  will  was  written  on  the  "Twentyeth  Day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one. Thousand ,  Eight  Hundred  and  Three." 
He  lived  four  more  years. 

The  Sev.  John  Godfrey  Arends  died  on  July  9?  l807,  and  was 

buried  beneath  the  pulpit  of  the  Old  White  Church  in  Lincoluon.  Th< 

wooden  church  burned  in  December  lc-93        and  was  replaced  by  a 
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brick  structure.     In  1920,      a  new  church  (Emmanuel  Lutheran)  was 
built  across  the  street.     At  this  time  the  graves  of  Arends  and 
his  wife  Hannah  were  placed  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  original 
Old  V/hite  Church.     In  1972,  one  of  Arends'   churches,  Old  St.  Paul's 
near  Newton,  and  the  adjoining  German  cemetery  were  selected  for 

9^    Morgan,  p.  197 
95  Ibid. 
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inclusion  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.         The  Catawba 

County  Historical  Society  has  stated  that  "virtually  all  the  Reformed 

and  Lutheran  congregations  in  Western    North  Carolina  are  grandchildren 
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or  great-grandchildren  of  the  historic  St.  Paul's  Church." 

Two  decades  earlier,  as  the  feature  part  of  the  celebration  of  the 

150th  anniversary  of  the  organizing  of  the  North  Carolina  Synod  of 

the  Lutheran  Church,  a  memorial  headstone  v/as  presented  at  the  Old 
98 

White  Church  cemetery.         This  headstone  contains  the  original  grave- 
markers  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Arends.     Arends'   tombstone  is  inscribed 
in  German,  and  translated,  reads: 

Here  rests  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Johann  Gottfried  Arends. 
Having  been  a  true  Evangelical  preacher,  and  died  July 
the  9th,  at  the  age  of  66  years,  six  months  and  28  days, 
of  a  kind  of  consumptive  disease,  after  faithfully  ad- 
ministering the  office  of  preacher  for  32  years. 
"Blessed  are  all  those  that  die,  like  thou 
They  to  the  rest  of  Heaven,  shall  come." 

Below  in  English  is  written,   "Remember,  man,  as  you  pass  by,  as 
you  are  now,  so  once  was  I;  as  I  am  now,  you  soon  shall  be,  there- 
fore prepare  to  follow  me."     An  eagle,  thirteen  stars,  and  the 
motto  of  the  then  new  republic,   "E  Pluribus  Unum,"  bears  witness  to 
Arends'  patriotism. 

96  Hickory  Daily  Record,  Hickory,  N.C.,  1972. 

97  Charles  J.  Preslar,  Jr.,  ed.,  A  History  of  Catawba  County 
(Salisbury,  N.C. :     Rowan  Printing  Co.,  195^),  p.  97. 

98  Lincoln  County  News,  Lincolnton,  N.C. ,  October  15,  1953. 
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Further  honor  was  bestowed  upon  Arends  in  August,  1973-     To  com- 
memorate the  200th  anniversary  of  his  arrival  from  Germany,  a  special 
celebration  was  held  at  Organ  Lutheran  Church  at  Faith,  North  Carolina 
(near  Salisbury).     During  the  service,  a  statue  of  the  Kev.  Arends  was 
unveiled  and  presented  to  the  church,  the  oldest  Lutheran  Church  in 

North  Carolina,  which  he  had,  of  course,  served  faithfully  for  twelve 

99 

years  both  as  schoolmaster  and  minister. 

As  for  tribute  paid  Arends  by  his  contemporaries,  exemplary  are 
the  words  of  the  Rev.  Gottlieb  Shober  eleven  years  after  Arends' 
death: 

We  cannot  be  too  thankful  to  Almighty  God,  for 
having  every  now  and  then  awakened  such  luminaries 
in  our  christian  sphere,  as  to  cause  by  their 
talents  and  moderated  gospel  zeal,  such  evident 
and  blessed  revivals  among  ministers  and  hearers, 
that  thousands  were  thereby  from  mere  formal 
Christianity  brought  to  the  substantial  enjoyment 
of   the  doctrine  propagated  by  Luther,  and  lived  and 
died  under  the  means  of  grace,   the  word  and  sacra- 
ment, as  true  members^gf  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Such  /was/  Arndt....  , 

It  was,  indeed,  Arends'   "talents  and  moderated  gospel  zeal"  which 
effected  the  building  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  North  Carolina. 

Arends  was  a  gentleman-scholar  and  a  pioneer  minister  of  unpar- 
alleled energy.     He  v/as  also  a  patriot.     He  sailed  to  America  at  the 
age  of  thirty- two  and  taught  school  for  two  years.     At  the  same  time, 
he  planted.     Because  he  was  college-educated  and  versed  in  the  Lutheran 
catechism,  he  was  ordained  a  Lutheran  minister — the  first  such  ordina- 


99     Hickory  News,  Hickory,  N.C.,  August  l6,  1973. 

100    Gottlieb  Shober,  The  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Blessed  Reforma- 
tion of  the  Christian  Church  (Baltimore:     Schaeffer  and  Maund,  l8l8) ,  p.  1^1. 
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tion  in  North  Carolina.     In  his  more  than  three  decades  as  a  minister, 
he  served  nineteen  congregations,  most  of  which  he  founded.     He  was 
elected  the  first  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Synod  of  the  Lutheran. 
Church — a  synod  he  helped  found — the  third  oldest  in  the  United  States. 
Having  been  a  patriot  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  his  fellow  citizens 
honored  him,  when  he  died,  with  a  patriot's  burial.     He  had  come  to 
America  as  a  German,  at  the  bidding  of  a  group  of  North  Carolina 
Colonials,  under  the  sponsorship  of  King  George;  he  died  an  American 
citizen.     The  legacy  of  this  man  who  sailed  to  a  New  World,  forsaking 
the  security  of  familiar  surroundings  for  a  wilderness  pastorate  of 
thirty- two  years,  is  now  a  part  not  only  of  North  Carolina's  history, 
but  of  the  Nation's,  as  well.     When  the  roster  of  Colonial  Who's  Who 
is  complete,  included  therein  will  be  the  name,  John  Godfrey  Arends, 
dedicated  worker  for  Church  and  State. 
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CHURCH,  LOCATION  DATE 

Seck's,  Davidson  County  1775-1735 
(near  Lexington) 

Bethel,  north  point  of  1790-1807 
Gaston  County 

Daniel's,  Lincolnton  1785-1807 

Emmanuel,  Lincolnton  1785-I8O7 
(;,01d  White  Church") 

Friedens,  Gibsonville  1775-1785 
(Guilford  County) 

Grace,  Catawba  County  1785-1807 
(near  Newton) 

Lows,  Guilford  County  1775-1789 

Lutheran  Chanel,  China  Grove  1730-1789 
(Ro::an  County) 


(Forsyth  County) 


1787-1738 
1775-1785 


St.  John's,  Catawba  County  c.  1775 
(near  Conover) 

St.  John's,  Salisbury  1775-1785 
(Rowan  County) 

St.  Luke's,  Lincoln  1785-1807 
(near  Lincolnton) 

St.  Mark's,  Crouse  1791-1803 
(Gaston  County) 

St.  Paul's,  Alamance  County  1775-1789 

St.  Paul's,  Catawba  County  1785-1807 
(near  Newton) 
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St.  Paul's,  Newton 
Un  ion ,  Sal  is"bury 
Ziorij  Hickory 


17S5-1807 
1775-1735 
1790-1307 


LIBRARIES  CONSULTED 

Perkins  (and  Women's  College  Library) — Duke 

Divinity  School  Library — Duke 

Rare  Book  Room — Duke 

Manuscript  Room — Duke 

Wilson  Library— UNC 

(and  the  manuscript  room  in  basement) 

Rare  Book  Room— UNC 

State  Archives — Raleigh 

Lincolnton  Public  Library — Lincolnton 

( for  copy  of  d  iary ) 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Library — Hickory 

Rowan  County  Public  Library — Salisbury 
(for  verification  of  a  marriage  date) 
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